that their teachings will be pseudo-psychologized, 
ackaged for mass distribution and rebety Wwans- 
ormed from a way of dissolving the ego into one more 
re for ego enlargement. America has almost 
succeeded in killing Christianity by trivializing and 
domesticating it. The same thing can happen to 
Buddhism and Hinduism. Beware all ye swamis, 
roshis, trungpas and avatars! You come to our shores 
with stirring teaching and demanding disciplines. 
Next week you will be offering advice to the lovelorn 
and methods for avoiding the midlife crisis, for a fee. 
It has happened before. 

Over a decade ago I wrote a book entitled The 
Secular City in which I defended the modest thesis 
that not all aspects of secularization are necessarily 
bad. I pointed out that the biblical writers all had their 
doubts about “religion,” that by and large they were 
quite suspicious of it. There will always be a degree of 
tension between religion and biblical faith, if only 
because religion is the point where human pride and 
self-deception, as well as human beauty ak compas- 
sion, reach their zenith. Now perhaps it is time to say 
that just as secularization is not always and every- 
where a disaster, religion is not always and every- 
where a blessing. This principle applies equally to 
both East and West. 

It is said that we are probably in the midst of 
something like a religious revival in America. That 
may be true, but if it is, as the current joke goes, that’s 
both good news and bad news. The prophetic com- 
munity is called to say both yes and no to religion. Its 
plumb line is not how “religious something or 
somebody is, as opposed to how secular or even how 
irreligious. Its standard, as always, must be the 
measure of justice, mercy and walking humbly with 
God and one another. From this perspective we can 
hardly afford to leap into removing the speck of 
solipsism and escapism from the Eastern religions 
when a sizeable beam of smugness and self-indul- 
gence remains in our own. ia 
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 2/—The Navy is proposing to 
spend more than $700 million producing a new eight- 
inch gun that the General Accounting Office contends is 
so inaccurate at longer ranges that it would use up all its 
ammunition before hitting a target. 


THE NEw YorkK TIMES 


In the past pacifists have had an understandable 
reluctance to give enthusiastic support to military 
en bills. They have sensed, probably 
rightly, that there is a discrepancy between their own 
aims and lobbying on behalf of the Pentagon. 

The above item, however, suggests the need for a 
change in tactics. Rather than opposing military 
spending, it may now become the duty of every 
pacifist to support expenditures for precisely the kind 
of weapons described above. If our nation’s military 
experts are committed to designing weapons incapa- 
ble of hitting their targets, we may be well on the way 
to a warless world. 

Cost is no problem. Seven hundred million dollars 
is a small price to pay for having battleships with guns 
that will be unable to hit their targets. The axiom is 
unassailable: Targets that cannot be hit are targets 
that will survive, a goal dear to the heart of every 
pacifist. 

To enlist the rap of the military to ensure the 
success of the pacifist enterprise is surely not too high 
a compromise for even the most single-minded an- 
timilitarist. “Make friends for yourselves,” the great- 
est peaceinaker of all told his followers, “by the 
mammon of unrighteousness.” What mammon is 
more unrighteous than the billions in the Pentagon 
budget? 

Indeed, one need not even be deceitful (the “wise as 
serpents” routine) in the cause of a higher righteous- 
ness; one can we let the script play itself out. In the 
story cited above, for example, the General Account- 
ing Office stated that “one eight-inch gun will expend 
alfof its ammunition” trying to hit targets at a distance 
of more than 10 miles, though the gun is designed for a 
range of 20 miles. Yet, when faced with these dismal 
statistics Vice Admiral James H. Doyle Jr., Vice Chief 
of Naval Operations for Surface Warfare, stoutly 
maintained that the new weapon was proving to be, as 
he put it, “a fine gun.” This type of appraisal should 
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bring joy to the heart of every card-carrying member 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Catholic 
Peace Fellowship. Indeed, Vice Admiral Doyle should 
be given an honorary membership in both organiza- 
tions, since it is one of their unwritten axioms that the 
finest gun is the gun that will not work. 

The principle the US Navy is here exem- 
plifying—that money should be spent on weapons that 
will not hit their targets—could be expanded to other 
areas of the military as well. A couple of examples 
immediately suggest themselves: 

(1) A bomber could be designed that would be a 
model of perfection in its radar-scanning equipment, 
its retractable landing gear and its radio-interception 
sensibility, but would have an — that was simply 
incapable of lifting the plane off the ground whenever 
it was loaded with bombs. Once such planes were built 
with military funds, they could be taken over by the 
taxpayers and used for civilian purposes such as flying 
serum to plague-infested areas or transporting groups 
of schoolchildren to other parts of the world for 
three-week friendship exchanges. 

(2) It would also be worthwhile investing in rifles 
that could ingest bullets but not disgorge them. An 
intricate loading mechanism could be contracted for, 
ao over a five-year period with a cost-escalation 

imited to, say, $7 billion, after which, but only after 
which, it could be noted that bullets so loaded could 
not be fired without destroying (a) the mechanism, (b) 
the rifle and (c) the operator of the rifle, in that order. 
While the Army itself might, for purposes of national 
defense, consider all three items expendable, in that 
order, the number of young men signing up for a 
volunteer army using such weapons could be expected 
to plummet to absolute zero once the word was out. 

e have always been told that the best way to 
ensure peace was to increase the military budget. 
Thanks to the Navy’s —— it looks, at long last, as 
though the argument is becoming true. 


Cunneen, J, The US Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference 
Davis, Jennifer, South Africa: the Reality behind the 
Riots 
Douglass, Bruce, The Gamble of 
Carter’s Piety 
Fraser, Donald M., see 35th Anniversary below 
Fraser, James W., Bicentennial Thoughts 
Frenz, Helmut, Human Rights: a Christian 
Viewpoint 
The Meaning of Discipleship 
Fry, John R., What’s at Stake in ’76? 
Goodwin, Sarah Hall, Educational Triage: the 
Churches and Illiteracy 
Habib, Gabriel, Lebanon: a Lebanese 
Christian’s View 
Hanauer, Edmund R., Continuing the Discussion 
on Zionism and Racism 
Harrington, Michael, see 35th Anniversary below 
Harvey, Pharis J., The Multinationals in Asia: 
Who’s Corrupting Whom? 
Harvey, Van A., What Is the Task of Theology? . May 24 
Hewlett, Sylvia Ann, see 35th Anniversary below 
Howell, Leon, An Interview with Andrew Young Feb. 16 
The US and Indonesia 
What's at Stake in ’76? 


330 


Hoyt, Robert G., Continuing the Discussion 
on Zionism and Racism 
Kiely, Marguerite M., Rape: the Brownmiller 
Thesis 
Knowles, Louis L., California’s Proposition 14: the 
UFW Turns to the People 
Kuhn, James W., see 35th Anniversary below 
Lekachman, Robert, Full Employment: Where Have All 
the Liberals Gone? 
What's at Stake in ’76? 
see 35th Anniversary below 
Lockwood, Ted, Kissinger in Africa 
Luce, Don, The US and the Coup in Thailand ... 
Lyons, Cathie, The Quinlan Decision 
Maurer, Robert, The Ben Chavis Case 
McCoy, Lewistine, The US and the Panama Canal June 21 
McGraw, James R., What’s at Stake in ’76? 
Mead, Margaret, Notes on Nairobi 
Minter, William, Misleading Images of the 
Southern Africa Conflict 
Moltmann, Jiirgen, On Latin American Liberation 
Theology: an Open Letter to José Miguez Bonino 


Moore, Arthur J., Nairobi: Consolidation and 
Catching Up 

Nelson, Jack, The U.S. and World Hunger: Food 
as Weapon 

Quebedeaux, Richard, The Evangelicals: New 
Trends and New Tensions 

Raeside, John, Episcopal Reconciliation in 
Minneapolis? 

Ruether, Rosemary, Libertarianism and 
Neocolonialism: the Two Faces of America 
What Is the Task of Theology? 

What’s at Stake in ’76? 

Russell, Michelle, see 35th Anniversary below 

Salisbury, Harrison, An Interview with 
Daniel Schorr 

Schorr, Daniel, interviewed by Harrison 
Salisbury 

Shinn, Roger L., What’s at Stake in ’76? 

Shoemaker, Dennis E., Presbyterian Trivialization: 
the Fry Thesis 

Sélle, Dorothee, Remembering Christ: Faith, 

Theology and Liberation 

Stentzel, James, Rev. Moon and His 
Bicentennial Blitz 

Stringfellow, William, Justification, the Consumption 
Ethic and Vocational Poverty April 12 
and Anthony Towne, What’s at Stake in 76? . Oct. 18 

Sweezy, Paul, see 35th Anniversary below 

Towne, Anthony and William Stringfellow, What’s at 
Stake in ’76? 

Ulmer, Melville J., see 35th Anniversary below 

Wilkinson, Frank, S. I: a Hundred Horrors 

Wipfler, William L., An Interview with José 
Zalaquett: Solidarity in Chile 

Young, Andrew, interviewed by Leon Howell 

Zalaquett, José, interviewed by 
William L. Wipfler 


.. Aug. 16 


. April 12 


Viewpoints 
Hoyt, Robert G., Vance-Brzezinski: More of 
the Same 
Lekachman, Robert, Full Employment: an Absolute 
Priority March 1 
Tax Cuts: Bad Social Medicine... Nov. 29 & Dec. 13 
Moody, Howard, City Crime: Real Dangers, 
Violent Fantasies Aug. 16 
Moore, Arthur J., Are You Running with Me, Jesus? 
118 
“Render unto Caesar”: Missionaries and 
the CIA 42 


Christianity and Crisis 





35th Anniversary Celebration 


An Anniversary Statement, Wayne H. Cowan and 
Vivian Lindermayer 
Colloquium on the Human and Social Costs of the 
US Economic System Nov. 29 & Dec. 13 
Harrington, Michael 
Hewlett, Sylvia Ann 
Kuhn, James W. 
Lekachman, Robert 
Russell, Michelle 
Sweezy, Paul 
Ulmer, Melville J. 
Dinner on Church, State and Human Rights 
Bennett, John C., Human Rights: Retrospect and 
Prospect 
Billings, Peggy, Citation to Oo Chung Lee 
Boots, Nora Quiroga, Citation to Camilo A. Cortes .. 
Brown, Robert McAfee, Citation to Dolores Huerta 
Human Rights: the Context 
Cone, James H., Citation to Abel Muzorewa 
Cortes, Camilo A., Response to Cortes Citation 
Fraser, Donald M., The US and Human Rights 
Irizarry, Juan, Response to Huerta Citation 
Koo, Choon Whe, Response to Lee Citation 
Kurewa, John, Response to Muzorewa Citation 
Lekachman, Robert, Citation to Semyon Gluzman 
Litvinov, Pavel, Response to Gluzman Citation 


Perspectives, Reports, Reviews 


Bliss, Shepherd, The Church Struggle in Latin 
America 


Collins, Sheila, Alice in Wonderland (at Riverside 
Church): the NCC and Nuclear Power . March 15 
Continuing the Discussion on the NCC and Nuclear 
Power 

Cox, Harvey, The Boston Affirmations 

Driver, Tom F., “Travesties”: a Review 

Hovda, Robert W., The Age of Catechisms Is 
Past 

Howell, Leon, The B-1 Bomber 
The CIA: Standing the Issue on its Head 
The New International Economic Order 
A Tale of Two Cities 

Maxey, Margaret N., Continuing the Discussion on the 
NCC and Nuclear Power 

Moore, Paul, Jr., Weep, for Your City 
Is Dying 

Ruether, Rosemary, Catholic Women and Ordination 


. March 29 


Saint Hereticus, Adventurous Advertising and 
Biblical Buttressing Nov. 29 & Dec. 13 
A New Strategy for Pacifists 
Sherry, Paul H., The Radical Imperative: a 
Celebration of the Gospel ................ .. Nov. 1 
Shinn, Roger L., Continuing the Discussion on the 
NCC and Nuclear Power 


A Korean Christian Declarationon Democracy _— April 26 98 
A Methodist Statement on Human Sexuality .... May10 111 
An Open Letter to North American 

Christians , 230 


Stentzel, James, Korean Christian Resistance: 

“Lifting the Torch in Asia” March 29 = 67 
World Church News and Notes: “Oppression Has No 

Ethnic Boundaries” 130 


(  COMMUNITY-MAKING AS MINISTRY: a collective inquiry | 





Subscriptions: $7.50 per year 
Single copies: $2.00 


Back issues available at $1.50 each 
Vol 1, No 1: Higher Education: A Special Concern 
Vol 1, No 2: Jewish/Christian Dialogue 
Vol 1, No 3: Ecumenical/Evangelical Perspectives 
Vol 1, No 4: Religious Identity of Women 


into the meanings, purposes, and strategies of Jewish 

and Christian community-making, particularly in the 
academic world. Articles by: 

Myron B. Bloy, Jr. © Robert McAfee Brown © James Burtchaell, CSC ¢ 

Ralph Dunlop ¢ Mariene Hathaway ¢ Parker Palmer ¢ 

Sharon Parks ¢ Elaine Prevallet, SL ¢ Robert Rankin ¢ 


Edgar C. Reckard ¢ Charlies Shelby Rooks @ 
Tony Stoneburner ¢ Max D. Ticktin 


in the NICM JOURNAL, Vol. 2 No. 1, Winter 1977 


Each quarterly issue of the NICM JOURNAL 

focuses on the theoretical and practical dimensions 

of a particular concern of Jews and Christians in the 
academic world. Future issues will focus on spiritual 

life in academia, on rationales for denominational colleges, 
on religion and the intellectuals, on religion and the arts. 





SUBSCRIBE TODAY 





Address 








Payment enclosed $____ 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CAMPUS MINISTRIES 


r — 

| Name 
1 

1 

1 

I 

! 

1 

1 








* 
January 24, 1977 331 


Dept. D, 885 Centre St., Newton Centre, MA 02159 | 








